Rotary Club of Houston East End Initiative

A community development initiative in partnership with St. Luke’s Episcopal Health Charities, District 5890 Houston area Rotary Clubs, the East End Healthy Children’s Collaborative and the East End Chamber of Commerce.  Established in the fall of 2004, activities focus on public health, vocational service and education.

Update – June 2006
This Initiative has resulted in the following gifts, contributions and resources to benefit Houston’s Historic East End:

PUBLIC HEALTH

· $100,000 Rotary sponsorship of Espiritu de Salud Mobile Health Clinic (with 10 area Rotary clubs), met by a $100,000 challenge grant from St. Luke’s Episcopal Health Charities.  This unit and dedicated staff provide primary health care to thousands of children in the East End.

· El Centro de Corazon Health Clinic After-Hours Urgent Care Program – effective January 2006.  With a matching grant challenge of $50,000 from St. Luke’s Episcopal Health Charities, the Rotary Club of Houston Foundation contributed $50,000 to purchase critically needed x-ray equipment.  In addition, a $10,000 restricted gift to the RCHF from the Elizabeth Baker Family Fund and a $25,000 restricted gift from Wachovia Foundation to Rotary will support program expenses for the after hours program, lessening the drain on Houston’s emergency rooms, saving tax payers thousands of dollars and providing care with dignity for thousands of East End families.

· Back to school Immunization clinics - For the third year in a row, Rotary will sponsor back to school immunizations for children in the East End.   Working with Espiritu de Salud Mobile Health Clinic, six immunization events are scheduled at the Community Family Center, Ripley House, Riverside Clinic and Willowcreek Apartments/Casaboom YMCA.  Rotary volunteers will also distribute school supplies and provide healthy snacks.  Thousands of children and families continue to benefit from these efforts.
· As an outgrowth of the East End efforts conversations are now underway with public and private sector leaders for a Rotary led  “Immunization  Campaign”.  The community wide Immunization Collaborative includes the following partners:  Houston and Harris County Health Departments, St. Luke’s Episcopal Health Charities, Mayor’s office,  Harris County Immunization Registry, Immtrac Registry, Harris County Medical Society, Greater Houston Partnership, HISD and the Gulf Coast Red Cross Chapter.
· Rotary Pediatric Examination room at El Centro de Corazon Neighborhood Health Clinic.  With a $3000 grant from Rotary International Foundation using District Designated Funds, Rotarians purchased new equipment and supplies for an examination room that provides the best possible care to thousands of children and families.

· A $10,000 matching grant from Rotary International Foundation purchased a fetal monitor and other equipment for El Centro de Corazon to use in meeting needs of evacuee families they were asked to serve by our city and county leadership.

· A $20,000 matching grant from Rotary International Foundation is in process to purchase critically needed medical and pharmaceutical supplies for hurricane evacuees served by El Centro, many of whom are diabetics and who have no other means to cover the costs of their necessary medicines.

· In partnership with “Beyond the Finish Line”, a non-profit whose mission is to help design effective exercise programs for community organizations serving at-risk populations, to help build self-esteem and address critical health issues caused by obesity such as diabetes, Rotary volunteers are working to design a walking fitness program for East End families who use our Rotary sponsored Mobile Health Unit.

EDUCATION

· In partnership with the East End Chamber of Commerce, Rotary is participating in an Education Task Force that is developing innovative mentoring and science/math programs for East End HISD Schools.

· District Governor Suzi Howe is providing a District 5890 grant of $25,000 to equip a Montessori classroom in the newly planned Casa de los Ninos Barbara Bush Center (a literacy center to house a state-of-the-art Montessori program for 250 East End children).  
· District Governor Suzi Howe is also asking District 5890 Rotary Clubs to contribute additional funds so that in the spring of 2007 Rotary can dedicate a “Rotary Park” in the campus that will house Casa de los Ninos Barbara Bush, the John P. McGovern  Recreation Center, Zina Garrison Tennis Center, and the St. Luke’s Playground.  St. Luke’s Episcopal Health Charities will match funds raised by Rotary Clubs and Rotary sponsors.  Donors will be recognized in a plaque in the Rotary Park and invited to a celebration in the spring of 2007.
VOCATIONAL SERVICE
· Rotary Club of Houston provided a $1000 sponsorship so that Texas A & M County Extension could hold a Micro-Enterprise Seminar in the East End at Ripley House.  This daylong seminar was attended by 85 individuals anxious to develop micro-businesses that can help provide additional income for their families and households.

· A “Rotary Community Corps” is being established with a small group of women at the Community Family Center in the East End.  Amegy Bank is providing a $5000 grant to the Rotary Community Corps to help establish a jewelry micro enterprise venture that will help these women earn money for their families and also raise funds for projects the Rotary Community Corps can support in the East End.  Rotary and Amegy business mentors will help these women learn the skills they need to be successful and also become contributing leaders in their community.
MISCELLANEOUS GRANTS AND ACTIVITIES
· In partnership with Elves & More, over 15,000 bicycles were distributed to needy children in the East End in December, 2005

· Rotary corporate partner AstraZeneca  contributed $120,000 worth of donated supplies, including personal hygiene items, back packs, school supplies, basketballs, etc. for our East End Healthy Children’s Collaborative partners to distribute to Hurricane Katrina/Rita families now living in Houston.  In a Rotary Day of Fellowship and Service in the East End, Rotarians organized this donation for distribution.  In addition, AstraZenaca matched donated funds at their booth at the American Heart Association that resulted in over $3000 so that our partners can provide medicines to evacuee families they serve.

· Rotary partners, The Living Bank and Americares, donated $50,000 worth of turkeys and 3-day food baskets.  East End partner, Community Family Center, who runs the largest food bank site in Houston, is distributing much of this.

Rotary Club of Houston

8582 Katy Freeway, Suite 225

Houston, TX  77024

713-973-9936 713-973-8077 (fax)

www.rotaryhouston.org

